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Foreword

Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) from the core of
institutional set up to effectively implement the Biological
Diversity Act in India. This local level, statutory body is vested with
enormous responsibility under the Act and is seen as the keystone to
realize the objectives of conservation, sustainable use and fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising from use.

The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) after a consultative
process involving a diverse set of stakeholders issued guidelines for
BMC:s in March 2013 to help these institutions function effectively
atlocal level.

This tool kit, prepared jointly under the UNDP, UNEP- GEF
supported projects of NBA is an attempt by NBA to increase the
awareness about BMCs and to operationalize the guidelines at local

level.
1 L
Balakrishna Pisupati
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ABS - Access and Benefit Sharing (fzs/ SISMRES IS GIETSE

NI %WQ‘T)
BD - Biological Diversity ((SRab@)

BD Act - Biological Diversity Act ((SRabar w1iz)

BHS - Biological Heritage Site (t&=tafb@ @fezy (%)

BMC - Biodiversity Management Committee ((SRCb@ g =1
AfIS)

CEO - Chief Executive Officer (27 =)

CSO - Civil Society Organization (F5f"< 7<ZY)

DA - Dearness Allowance (SRf5121 I195)

Gl - Geographical Indicators (C&TCalIeT 753)

IPR - Intellectual Property Rights ( (Sifad F2ifa<si9)

LBF - Local Biodiversity Fund (ZI17 te<cab@ +ffer)

MAT - Mutually Agreed Terms (?R™<< 214! 7T 56 )

NBA - National Biodiversity Authority (I t&=caba ﬁ"f‘ﬁ?)

NGO - Non Governmental Organization (5319 7))

NTFP - Non Timber Forest Produce (SIS & %=7)

PBR - People's Biodiversity Register ( (GIIR(EHAH@ AG)

SBB - State Biodiversity Board (3if&75 Ceicafoa #ifsam)

SoE - Statement of Expenditure (¥3=d 2fow)

TA - Travel Allowance (I35 I95)

TK - Traditional Knowledge (#9197 @&ie)

TSG - Technical Support Group (FIRFF 72T (a1f5)

ucC - Utilization Certificate (/<€ &4 2/9)









INDIA- UNDP Biodiversity Project on

"Strengthening the institutional structures to implement
the Biological Diversity Act".

Increasing concerns about dwindling biological resources led the
countries around the world to adopt the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) in 1992. This Convention for the first time,
recognized sovereign rights of the Nations over their biological
resources and emphasized that assess to genetic resources should be for
environmentally sound purposes and should be subject to national
legislations. Taking cognizance of the provisions of the CBD, and to
deal with the management of country's biological resources,
Government of India enacted the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and
notified the Biological Diversity Rules in 2004.

The Biological Diversity Act provides for dealing with the challenges
of conservation of biological diversity, sustainable use of its
components and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the
use of biological resources and knowledge. The Act is implemented
through a decentralized approach with the National Biodiversity
Authority, State Biodiversity Boards and Biodiversity Management
Committees functioning at National, State and Local levels.

To strengthen the capacity of these institutions and to manage natural
resources in an integrated, participatory and sustainable manner,
UNDP supported a Biodiversity Project on "Strengthening the
institutional structures to implement the Biological Diversity Act".
This project was implemented in states of Madhya Pradesh and
Jharkhand by Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of
India through the National Biodiversity Authority from 2009 to 2013.






UNEDP - GEF-MoEF Access Benefit Sharing project

National Biodiversity Authority, India is currently implementing the
first National Project on Access and Benefit Sharing under the
UNEP-GEF-MoEF Project on "Strengthening the Implementation
of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and Rules, 2004, with focus on
its Access and Benefit Sharing Provisions". The project is being
implemented in the state of Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, West Bengal,
Himachal Pradesh and Sikkim by NBA in collaboration with the 5
State Biodiversity Boards, UNEP- Division of Environmental Law
and Conventions (DELC), United Nations University - Institute of
Advanced Studies (UNU-IAS) and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP).

® To develop standardized economic valuation methods for valuing
biodiversity in the selected ecosystem

® Developing database on biological resources to tap ABS potential
in project states

® Assessing and quantifying the economic value of biological
diversity present at Local, State and National levels using
appropriate methodologies

® Determining benefit sharing and informing National decision
makers on prioritizing conservation action

® Developing legal tools, methodologies, guidelines and frameworks
for ABS mechanism

® (Capacity building for stakeholders in decision-making process
® Piloting ABS agreements in project states

® Promotion and strengthening of biodiversity funds at National,
State and Local levels

® Strategizing public awareness programs and facilitating level
playing for public, NGOs, private sector etc.,on ABS



National Biodiversity Authority

National Biodiversity Authority
(NBA) was established in 2003 to
implement India's Biological Diversity
Act (2002). NBA is autonomous body,
performs facilitative, regulatory and
advisory function for Government of
India on issue of conservation,
sustainable use of biological resource
and fair equitable sharing of benefits
arising out of the use of biological
resources.

The Biological Diversity Act (2002)
mandates implementation of the act
through decentralized approach with
the NBA focusing on to advice the
Central Government on matters
relating to the conservation of
biodiversity, sustainable use of its
components and equitable sharing of
benefits arising out of the utilization of
biological resources; and advising the
State Government in the selection of
areas of biodiversity importance to be
notified under sub-section (1) of section
37 as heritage sites and measures for the
management of such heritage sites
besides supporting conservation and
sustainable management of
biodiversity.

The State Biodiversity Board (SBBs)
focusing on to advice the State
Government, subject to any guidelines
issued by the Central Government, on
matters relating to the conservation of
biodiversity, sustainable use of its
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components and equitable sharing of
the benefits arising out of the utilization
of biological resources. The SBBs also
regulate by granting of approvals or
otherwise request for commercial
utilization or bio-survey and bio-
utilization of any biological resource by
Indians.

At the local level Biodiversity
Management Committees (BMCs)
responsible for promoting conservation,
sustainable use and documentation of
biological diversity including
preservation of habitats, conservation
of land races, folk varieties and
cultivars, domesticated stocks and
breeds of animals and microorganisms
and chronicling of knowledge relating
to biological diversity.

NBA with its Headquarters in Chennai,
India delivers its mandate through a
structure that comprises of the
Authority, SBBs, BMCs and Expert
Committees.

Since its establishment, NBA has
supported creating of SBBs in 28 States,
facilitated establishment of around
33,000 BMCs at Local levels across
India.
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